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this there may be justification. But the difference in
cards afiects the children as well. The infant who was
unfortunate enough to be born into the home of a pro-
fessor, a bookkeeper, a salesman must pay for its mis-
take in reduced and less frequent rations of milk,
butter, eggs.
Despite the fact that the Soviet Union is short of
professional workers they are grouped in the same
category with ordinary clerks and are paid and fed
accordingly. I was charged ten rubles to have a type-
writer cleaned, a job which required twenty minutes of
a young mechanic's time. But a colleague who called a
professor to examine his child, paid only six rubles for
the visit, which lasted three quarters of an hour. A
washwoman engaged for the day charges at the rate
of a ruble an hour, while the services of a man or
woman pharmacist, dentist or physician, can be had for
from two and a half to three rubles a day.
Precisely as the Czars have systematically flattered
the Russian nobility, the Soviet leaders flatter the pro-
letariat with not dissimilar results. The nobility was
all too frequently arrogant and brutal toward the less
favored economic and national groups. It thrived on
pogroms, it denied the Polish people its language and
literature, it burned Tatar and Cossack villages and
rode roughshod over all minorities.
The Russian proletariat today is only slightly less
arrogant and brutal toward those classes which have
been put down by the revolution. The methods which